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D: Like many others | developed this hobby with the start of tropical
cyclones. That was about 1999 | suppose.
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D: At first the primary reason for having meteorology as my hobby
was its close relationship with whether or not we had schools. You
know whenever the tc signal 8 or red rainstorm (black at that time
right? | mean at the time without the amber one) is on we don't have
to go to school. That can be regarded as my first "contact" to weather.
It's difficult to say when | really started giving my time (seriously :D) to
this hobby because it was being accumulated bit by bit. As I've said
before typhoons were the first thing that | studied about weather. You
can say | like typhoons and meteorology in general because it's kind of
natural force, or the beauty of nature. :D

(HRFHREFZWEE  FEBRNFERERATCHIEMESEREGEHY)
MEER — EAR/ URMERIEESEREAIERNEEE5R 5
FERaHE RERER AR ORNA) EXEFHfIBAELR &
Al LB EREI R RAYE — Kz -

BAVREERR T BT MRS AR A T E (RS LT - R AE (EFELT) 21818 R1E
Y - BRI R BREEFRMAERTE—ERRIAR - (FAILERHE
BRENRR  EXLERATCHNBEANE  SHEBABARIE - :D)

TR REESEIRE 0 #4517 hkson2005 @ gmail.com 2007 £ 9 H 25 H



P.2 A7 T8 007 BR(FRKETIHRAR - 2007/09)

H: FEPEULEI TR, BREEELINERR, WOFEETE
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D: Actually this was not a great problem in f.1 as what | really did
about weather was simply plotting tc graphs manually whenever a tc
"affected" HK. (as defined by hko as the issuance of any tc signals) |
remember a particular incident that drove me into investigating more
about tc's.

That was in 5.2 geography session... There was a section about weather
on geography (seems to be in the first semester) and | remembered our
teacher asked us to find something (or draw something? | forgot the
exact wording) about severe tropical storm Hagupit. (that storm gave
us a T8 and our "weather" lessons were shortly after that)

And that time | really plotted a tc graph precisely using a redraw of a
South China map | saved from newspaper and with a pair of compasses
to draw exactly the track of the storm and the time of issuance of each
signal onto my exercise book.

When that exercise book is distributed back | found that my teacher
gave me an A / A+. (i forgot which grade it was :D) And thereafter I've
been spending more and more time on this. Maybe that was a boost to
my interest in weather. (A classmate of mine simply stuck a weather
chart onto his exercise and he got a C+ if i remembered correctly) This
was quite an unforgettable “weather incident” of mine.
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H: So when you were in higher form, how could you "investigate”
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meteorology and study 'at the same time'?

(AR EIE S FRAF - FER T [A]—hFf] ) SEH T 7 /&K 7)

D: Ah yes sorry to have been so off-topic. :P

Ya it's true that in higher forms i frequently needed to divide my time
between studying and playing around with weather. Actually weather
did not consume me much time at that moment, just that i spent some
time each day visiting hko website, some other educational resources
and so on. And that was only limited to my free time, for example,
holidays and days that i really didn't have other things to do. Of course
when it came to the time to study i wouldn’t care about the weather
too much. Therefore you can say my meteorological knowledge is
accumulated bit by bit and very slowly. :D
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D: You've three questions right?

1) it really consumes a lot of time to develop and maintain a
website, so i didn't think of opening my website at first. ("At first"
means when | was in f.4 or something like that). Another reason why i
didn't think of opening a website was that there were already quite a
number of weather websites available at that time and i simply didn’t
want to repeat things that others have done before. In .5 the hkcee
was underway and of course no time to think of this lah :D.

Finally in f.6 i saw this site http://www.phpdc.com/article/1/ and knew
that there's a way to display instant weather info and i thought i could
do something new by introducing the concept of real time data, but of
course during the academic year there were still homework and other
ECAs that kept me from having any free time. :D

Actually i've created a weather web page in f.3, which was at
http://weather.5gigs.com/ and is still working now but obsolete. That
was when our computer instructor asked us (in f.3) to develop our
own webpage using dreamweaver, and i thought of weather as my
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topic (yeah, this was the second time that i used weather in my
academic stuff in secondary school) and thus created that site.
However i was a little disappointed at that time of not being able to
include instant weather data. And since i thought that including instant
weather stuff was beyond my capability i just threw that idea away.

2) Following the above points, it can be said that the burden wasn’t
that great and i worked on the website only when the final exam was
over.

3) Actually i don't know exactly how much time i'll have on
weather as it's now only the first month in the first semester. And i
don't think there's a difference regarding spending time on weather.
(RIBHLE =1RRIRE - ¥E?
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D: 1 really didn't expect this lol :D. | actually only thought of creating
the English page at first. But then quite a number of people mentioned
that having a Chinese page could possibly attract even more people,
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and so i decided to translate everything to Chinese shortly the official
opening of the site. I'm of course very happy about the comments i've
received so far but i always keep in mind that my site must cater the
needs of the audience. And that their continued support is the reason
why we, as developers, exist.
(REREBTEETEERK 1818 Do HERBEYRABIIR(FRGEE
BEEZA AR R EEP IR AT BERER S BB 2 N B - FTLl3k
EEEXHBETAFERFAERAMEEPX - HERLGEEREW
ZI¥HAARVETREREIR D BRANE B BB RV L ARSI EY
BE — EENXFERMREEFERNREA <)
H: BHIBEFRDITHEX, TP E EIEENE? (FEEAE
R?
D: That's quite troublesome for me haha. Most of the time i used
pinyin and since i've learned putonghua in upper primary and lower
secondary that solves some of the problems. There's a problem when i
need to translate some ideas in english back to chinese. Normally i
manually think of how should i make up that sentence in chinese
before i really type it. And this of course slows down my work
considerably. And i particularly used much time in translating pages like
http://david.sam-siu.com/weather/chinese/tclink.html and
http://david.sam-siu.com/weather/chinese/usefullink.html ... There
seems to be endless amount of translations to be done. For the php
part there was only little problem because i didn't really need to
change anything except the layout to chinese.
(fg » ERIRHMERVELERMERN - BEERRBES/YP2EEE
it FTLLEADRBERH BRI T F LI REEMRE - BEERFEER —LE
SHENIERPSGEMEE —HEEN — ARRgEEEZEE
BRELIRSORIZE AL B FA EiEfA - EAEE BN TIEEE I
7 FMAFEERER ZEEEIE LB
http://david. sam-siu. com/weather/chinese/tclink. html #
http://david. sam-siu. com/weather/chinese/useful link. html ...
AEITERSTA BB AVBIFEAR S - MphpEBFEIERIEV/) - KA T H
XA EIMAFEREIR(ERA - )
H: 1fad i R iz 2 B E /57
D: I've just started my weather site so i may not have the necessary
experience to comment too much on that, but in general there are
several things that i consider important:

Firstly a meteorological site should clearly distinguish between each
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item, i.e. a systematic organization is essential. Without a systematic
approach it's quite easy to confuse the visitor, especially those with less
knowledge in this subject and of course undesirable.

The next factor is consistency. It's better to avoid changing the site's
policy too frequently when the site has fully established because this
gives people a sense of inconsistency and reduced accuracy in your
site's organization. For example, if a site is to issue certain bulletins at
certain intervals and/or when certain criteria are met, it is preferred to
stick to this set of regulations and try not to deviate too much from it.

The third and the most important thing is to avoid plagiarism.
Indeed this is a very important rule to follow whether or not your
publication is related to weather. By plagiarize it's equal to stealing
something, in this case, some ideas and the consequence is that you
present to others a lack of originality. By plagiarize it's equivalent to
say that you don't respect the source material and it's going to upset
others. But i must agree that if in case you find something good, just
add to it your original ideas and develop something even better. That's
how progress is made within a field. And finally a site is created for its
target audience but not the webmaster - that means it should be made
as easily accessible as possible and try to think from the visitor's
viewpoint. From this a more user-friendly site can be made.
(FmIMIA Ba TRV R mAdus - FrLlIKrIER B B SFE BAVIEER =515
XZ  HEA LRRABEERRARIFEER:
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BS) SR ALk - IEFERLIE—FERVAREI B EREEE M -
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= o BRI E L ABBMTIRERZRENE - WERZFRRIRTEERL
BIRIAE AR - (B Z I EERIANER (R I 2] —LE4FRVBR PG R A LUASEN
AEZMFBECHREIR SR RREFAIRA - EMeEd - REFEE
aENE —ERENRER R T EBENGE - BF2RME - -]
= EZESFEAARZAAMNEREYY - WERNZFNAELSE -5
B {ERESN U E— (B S (E ARV, - )
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H: aBBmREEEEE ZPIHI—FPIFRIENE? (REF EREE? 758
Z/E?

D: I'll say, certainly yes. It's very easy to see this fact when you compare
meteorology to astronomy --- you can see everywhere there're people
saying how to observe stars; astronomy clubs are established in almost
every school etc., but it's comparatively rare to spot a single person
who knows the difference between a severe tropical storm and a
typhoon, and it's quite difficult to find somebody who shares this
interest --- let alone how to analyse movement of typhoons,
mechanisms of monsoons etc.

I'll not say weather is particularly more difficult than other subjects. |
think the reason is that weather has become a "common sense" in the
society --- people are just too adapted to the environment when
there're no major hazards --- it seems that sunny, cloudy, windy and so
on are just too normal and natural that few people take notice of it.
And even natural hazards are present, most of them are only
short-term and people soon forget the theories and dangers. For
instance there had been extensive discussion on double eyewall shortly
after the passage of Dujuan, but now how many can still recall the
meaning of a double eyewall? :P

Maybe global warming has a positive effect on inspiring people to
think more about meteorology, or at least, the environment :)
(EEEH - FEH 0 £ - BMMERKBANRBLLLERERE - ERES
FIEFER — RALEWEBRIAMERESLEE; =138
BB T ANBESE  BER I —EAXERZIAFERMEeE 2
SRIBI AR ZHEEHEREERY - RIES  EBREEHE —LEAEZDIER
8 BAWESRERESRENEZE) - HHREREF -
HAGMARLEMF B - 3B [EEBLELFM BERERE
BERRCHERALEN BHl — AMBETCOAEESENRIET
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T o
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i BIRTENEZ D AGRDARELEERREZERE?? P
AIRERINERE B REAREZEE ZSINER B EDIERR) AVEEXH
Mg :) )

H: IR R REIEE E5 T, RARZIFIR G RIEE R EE 7
D: I think there're three TCs that i regard the most unforgettable:
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First is Leo (1999) --- | remembered that i first traced storms in 1999
and the first one was leo. At that time because i didn't have internet
access so i simply drew a very rough sketch on a whiteboard, and that
amazed me because there was a #8 even as early as early may, and that
started our beautiful 1999 tc year. And the wind was already quite
strong with typical sounds of strong wind.

The second one is of course York la... the only T10 that i've ever
experienced, and was the longest T10 on record. Frankly i wasn't even
quite sure whether or not T8 would be issued the day before and | just
slept as normal. But during the night of 16/9 i had a nosebleed and i
awoke just to find out that T9 was issued. (i woke up near half past 5 i
think) And that made me excited because that day would surely be a
holiday, and even more exciting was the hoisting of the highest signal
an hour later. And then i listened to radio and later saw what was
reporting on tv, so actually i haven't slept much after 5 that night. :D |
watched over and over those storm news, but at that time i didn't
realize that york was only a marginal typhoon (until a few years later).

And the final one i must say is Prapiroon that revealed a serious
problem in hko's signal system. Prapiroon was a tricky typhoon that
attempted to come close to hk quite a number of times, and i was
frankly quite shock at the wind data recorded by different stations.
Clearly a person could be thrown away but without a T8 is worth
laughing at... Luckily no one suffered major injuries during that incident.
And the amount of video and other resources about this storm was
enormous --- these show that Prapiroon is quite a remarkable storm in
these few years.

(FEERRRZIVEV S mheE =14 -

F—EZFE (19995)

B BHRE—GERER199FME—EMEFE - B EAKEZEE
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H: KRR IREEE#HE?
D: As of today only a rather limited amount of people is interested in
this subject, and that isn't quite desirable because weather is really
linked to every aspect of life - virtually any event in the society needs
to take in account some weather conditions - and without such
knowledge human is prone to making potentially harmful decisions. At
least i think it's important to spread the importance of this subject and
hope that those who like or love this subject can pass on this
knowledge to as many people as they could. (simply put, to increase
publicity of meteorology)
(RS HBIFERRALLER B BEEE - E2THFEE — B
REHEENBHEBERE(FE LEAMLE LNEMEZEE|—L
RRAVER) - MRBELEMHANAZIMEL B BEERAVATER -
EOHREBRMEEEREEHENERN  UAZMLESEEREA
A ELAAEREZAA - RGEMER  MEREINRRNARME))
H: AU RS R BiE %"
D: | must say you're a very statistic-minded person. :D Nearly any
numerical info on your site is made into a table of data and with
in-depth analyses. This of course provides a very good database for
others la! :) And i really hope you can continue this great effort (frankly
to say i really can't devote so much time on my site lol such as issuing
and lifting signals) and benefit others further.

By the way have you ever wanted to study anything related to

statistics later on? :P
(B—EERMEBERFEENOA o D EFSEMPEANFEEIEE
HHEWEREA—BERRLHERARND - EffH 2 —ERIFIOER
EEMi! :) TMEHAZIRAILEES ) (E05 - IHEMBERNTEEIRIGER
ZESEEML L - BINSEHMEUEESER) LSESZARE -
SIMRE R B EEEL B LR AVERIZ?)
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